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Ithaka Report Recommendations

» “For archives, we recommend ongoing improvements to 
access through improved finding aids, digitization, and 
discovery tool integration, as well as expanded 
opportunities for archivists to help historians interpret 
collections, to build connections among users, and to 
instruct PhD students in the use of archives.”

(Supporting the Changing Research Practices of Historians, 2012)
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Choices

» Finding aids: 
› The systems we use
› The way we catalogue
› The expertise/experience of cataloguers
› The rules we follow
› The level of detail we provide
› The understanding of structured data

What we are trying to achieve?
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Choices of an Aggregator

» Finding Aids:
› The system we use
› The requirements (rules) we impose
› The way we process and potentially transform data
› The way we display
› The information and advice we give

What we are trying to achieve? 
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How high we make contributors jump

» Mandatory fields:
› Reference
› Title
› Date(s)
› Language
› Extent (size)
› Access conditions
› Repository
› Scope & Content
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How high we set the bar

»Mandatory fields:
› Creator?
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How high we set the bar

»Mandatory fields:
› Level value
› Normalised date
› Language code
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How high we set the bar

› Index terms
› Properly structured
› ….and consistent
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What do users want?



29/04/2016 Title of presentation (Go to ‘View’ menu > ‘Header and Footer…’ to edit the footers on this slide) 19

How high can we ask them to jump?
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Comprehensive coverage
Detailed descriptions
Links to view digital content
Information on related materials
…..
Tagging or annotating
Exposure via search engines
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How do we ensure that users don’t need to jump
(very high)

29/04/2016 Title of presentation (Go to ‘View’ menu > ‘Header and Footer…’ to edit the footers on this slide) 30

contributors

pipelines
Global

Specific Specific Specific



Reusable Finding Aids

29/04/2016 Title of presentation (Go to ‘View’ menu > ‘Header and Footer…’ to edit the footers on this slide) 31

» Validation

» ‘Hub Requirements’

»Normalisation

» Consistent Structure
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Thank You
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